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Joyful Noise

As of May 18, I have been serving as your rector for 9
months, and in some ways I feel as if I am just being
born into my new role. As I tell everyone, everything
will be new to me until I have completed one whole
year. But some matters are falling into place. I am
feeling much more at home. It doesn’t hurt that we
are enjoying the most beautiful spring since I can re-
member. I love the cool days of spring in Middle
Tennessee!

I have spent the past week trying to catch up on
things I haven’t done since Lent and Easter; or maybe
I have had a bad case of spring fever. Whatever the
reason, this Herald deadline crept up on me from be-
hind, and I have not thought of a cohesive, intelligent
article for this issue. Perhaps you should read no fur-
ther….

But I can think of some things to say as I reflect on
where we have been and what lies before us at Resur-
rection. We owe Nancy Peluso much thanks for the
work she did for our children over the years. She has
retired as leader of Children’s Church, but that does
not mean what she cared about will no longer matter

at Resurrection. We hope to take the best principles
behind Children’s Church and incorporate them into
the life of our parish. We will begin the Catechesis of
the Good Shepherd next fall. I have 14 years of ex-
perience with this program. My children grew up
with it. The Catechesis helps young children connect
with Christ in the ways that seem to come just natu-
rally to them. Children learn Bible stories, reverence,
liturgy, and the dignity of work. They make a lot of
art, usually in response to a story or presentation they
have heard. Catechists go through many hours of
training for years to learn how to work with children
in the Catechesis, yet they don’t seem to suffer from
burnout. The Catechesis will require much work and
commitment from our parents, for they will have to
bring their children regularly for the program to bear
fruit. We will try to provide a number of classes for
parents so they will not be bored!

We need to rededicate ourselves to the Christian
education of our children and ourselves. We have
enough devoted people to run classes through the
summer for all ages. We will be doing some unusual
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Dear members of the Church
of Resurrection,

When I arrived at your church
you met me with smiling faces
and welcoming words, and I
thank you for giving me this
fuzzy "just like home" feeling.
Your warm welcome, and the many
words of appreciation expressed to
me over the several weeks I have
been here show me that music is
an important part of your worship
experience, and nothing could be
better news to me, since a suppor-
tive congregation will actively par-
ticipate in the singing as well. To-

gether we are in
charge of bringing
the liturgy to life.
You probably
know that I can-
not do my job

without the support of a spirited,
talented, and hard working choir
like ours; but you might not know
how much the choir and I need
your support—and your singing!--
to feel that our leadership finds the
necessary resonance.

Do you wish to know "in a nut-
shell" what I hope for? I hope you
will sing boldly! There is no ex-

perience as exhilarating to a
church organist as a singing con-
gregation. Let’s all make a joyful
noise unto the Lord!

Thank you for your warm welcome
and the continuous encouragement
you have given me,

Hildegard Cox

PS: In addition to prospective
choir members, are there any con-
fident instrumentalists in our
midst who would enjoy making a
"joyful noise" to enhance our litur-
gies? Please contact me if you wish
to share your talents.
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things this summer to make class interesting and en-
joyable. I hope we all decide to come and bring our
children. Is it too much to ask that, when you are in
town, you come to church for breakfast, class, and a
service?

Also, responsible stewardship means we will keep up
with our pledges. (And if you are new or have not
pledged for some reason, please do so, so we can
know better what we can count on!) Though we may
go out of town for a couple of weeks on vacation, you
probably want your church to stay open for those who
remain behind; and don’t you want it to be here when
you get back? Please, don’t take the church for
granted.

If you are going out of town, make sure you tell those
who make up all the relevant schedules what Sundays
you cannot serve. This will make our planning much
more efficient and pleasant.

Please keep the 27 missionaries of Resurrection in
your prayers. They are giving up a great deal to go to
New Orleans for a week and help the people there
who are still working their way out from under the
problems caused by Katrina. Thanks be to God for
their generosity and energy! We will need to give
them a time to speak to us all when they return back
home.

Plans are well under way for the July 4th Barbeque.
We need volunteers of all types, and we especially
need silent auction items. The silent auction is the
largest fund raiser on that day. The money we raise
will help our preschool and church school, among
other things, so please give the barbeque your full
support. In addition to the traditional offerings, this
year we will present a brief musical offering of patri-
otic and Christian American music. More information
will be forthcoming about this soon.

In August, our new youth minister will arrive. Her
name is Jill Sethness, but her last name will change
on June 14 when she marries Clayton. She is looking
forward to beginning in early August and getting to
know our young people and the whole parish. Please
keep Jill and Clayton in your prayers.

—Joseph+

As liaison of the Evangelism/Newcomers programs, I
want to explore with you where evangelism is perti-
nent to the mission and growth of the Church of the
Resurrection. I am assisted in this endeavor by Pam
MacArthur and John Duggan.

Our mission statement is “to know Christ and to
make Him known”. At this point you are probably
thinking “Here come the tent revivals, tambourines,
and total immersions.” Well, they are not coming.
Evangelism is simply “the presentation of the Good
News. Conversion is the work of the Holy Spirit.”
—Urban Holmes.

In April, a large group of us attended a workshop at
St. George’s called Evangelism: Episcopal Style, led
by Dean Kevin Martin of the Cathedral in Dallas. We
were alarmed to learn that 65% of the U.S. population
is unchurched. Even more distressing, only 7% of the
people living in the Pacific Northwest attend church.
Granted, the percentage of unchurched are not as dis-
couraging in this part of the country, but we have
work to do, and it begins with us.

The Episcopal Church defines evangelism as the pres-
entation of Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy
Spirit so that men and women are led to believe in
Him as Savior and follow Him as Lord within the fel-
lowship of His Church. The mission is “to restore all
people to unity with God and each other in
Christ” (BCP p.855).

So, what does all this mean for the people sitting in
our pews on Sunday mornings? We have received the
Good News, and our spiritual life has grown through
our programs. This has prepared us to be disciples.
As we have been enriched, we can help our un-
churched friends turn to Christ.

The workshop presented many ways a parish can
reach out to the unchurched in our community. Your
Evangelism/Newcomers Group will be exploring and
digesting these with Fr. Joe. In the meantime, you are
fully equipped to greet all newcomers, churched or
unchurched. With the Great Commission and mission
statement of this parish in hand, we are all evangel-
ists in God’s Church.

—Tommy Barksdale
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